No. 15 of 1993. The Suppression of Torture Act, 1993. ANTIGUA

AND
BARBUDA

[L.S]

| Assent,

B.T. Carrott,
Governor-General's Deputy.

26th May, 1993,

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

No. 15 of 1993

AN ACT to implement the United Nations Convention
Against Torture and other Cruel. Inhuman or Degrading Treat-
ment or Punishment and for connected purposes.

[ 10th June, 1993 |

ENACTED by the Parliament of Antiguaand Barbudaas
follows —

1 This Act may be cited asthe Suppression of Torture Act, g, . title.
1993.

2 In thisAct — Interpretation.

"the TortureConvention" means the United NationsCon-
vention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatmentor Punishmentadopted by the United
Nations General Assembly on 10th December 1984,

"Public Officer" means aperson holding or acting in any

public office and includes an office of emolument in the
Police Force.
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Torture. 3. (DA publicofficer or personactinginan official capacity,
whatever his nationality, commits the offence of tortureif in
Antigua and Barbuda or elsewhere he intentionaly inflicts
severe pain or suffering on another in the performance or
purported performance of hisofficid.duties.

(2) A person nat falling within subsection (1) commits the
offence of torture, whatever his nationality, if —

(a) in Antiguaand Barbudaor €l sewhereheintention-
dly inflicts severe pain or suffering on another at
the ingtigation or with the consent or acquies-
cence—

(i) of apublicofficer; or
(ii) of apersonactinginan official capacity; and

(b) theofficeror other personisperformingor purport-
ingto performhisofficial dutieswhen heingtigates
the commission of the offence or consents to or
acquiescesin it.

(3) Itisimmaterial whether the pain or suffering isphysical
or mental and whether it is caused by an act or an ommission.

(4) It shall beadefencefor a person charged with an offence
under thissectionin respect of any conduct of histo prove that
he had lawful authority justificationor excusefor that conduct.

(5) For thepurposesof thissection"lawful authority, justifi-
cation or excuse" means—

(a) inrelation to pain or sufferinginflictedin Antigua
and Barbuda, lawful authority, justificationor ex-
cuse under the law of Antiguaand Barbuda;

(b) in relation to pain or suffering inflicted outside
Antiguaand Barbuda —

(i) if it wasinflicted by aperson or an officer
acting under thelaw of Antigua and Barbuda
or by aperson acting in an official capacity
under that law, lawful authority, justification
or excuse under that law; and
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(ii) in any other case, lawful authority justifica-
tion or excuse under the law of the place
whereit wasinflicted.

(6) A person who commits the offence of torture shall be
liable on conviction on indictment to imprisonmentfor life.

4. (1) Subject to subsection(2), no proceedingsfor thetrial
and punishment of any person charged with an offence under
section 3 shall beingtitutedin any court except with theconsent
of the Director of Public Prosecutions.

(2)A personcharged withanoffencereferredtoin subsection
(1) may bearrested, or awarrant for hisarrest may beissuedand
executed, and he may be remanded in custody or on bail,
notwithstanding that the consent of the Director of Public
Prosecutions to theingtitution of a prosecution for the offence
has not been obtai ned, but no further proceedingsshall betaken
until that consent has been obtained.

5. For any purposein connectionwith this Act, a certificate
given by the Minister charged with responsibility for External
Affarscertifying —

(@) that any Stateieor isnot, or wasor wasnot at any
material time, aparty totheTortureConvention;or

(b) that theGovernment of any Stateisor isnot, or was
or wasnot a any material time, responsiblefor the
international relations of any territory shall be
sufficient evidenceof that fact.

6. For the purposesof the Extradition Act, 1993, no offence
to which section 3 appliesshall be regarded as an offence of a
political character and no proceedings in respect of such an
offence shall be regarded as a criminal matter of a political
character.

7. This Act shall not affect death by any form permitted by
law in execution of a sentence of a court in respect of a
convictiondf the crime of treason or murder.

8. ThisActisremedial andshall begivensuchfair, largeand
liberal constructionand i nterpretationasbest ensurestheattain-
ment of the purposes of the Torture Convention, the text of
which is contained in the Schedule.
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SCHEDULE

CONVENTIONAGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL,
INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT

The States Parties to this Convention,

Considering that, in accordancewith the principlesproclaimed in the Charter
of the United Nations, recognition of the equal and inalienable rights of al
membersaf the human family is thefoundationof freedom, justiceand peacein
the world,

Recognizing that those rights derive from the inherent dignity of the human
person,

Consideringtheobligationof States under theCharter, in particul ar Article 55,
topromoteuniversa respect for,and observanceof, human rightsand fundamental
freedoms,

Having regard to article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rightsand
Article7 of thelnternational Covenanton Civil and political Rights, both of which
providethat no one shal besubjectedtotortureor tocruel, inhuman or degrading
trestment or punishment,

Having regard also to the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from
Being Subjectedto Tortureand other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Trestment or
Punishment, adopted by the General Assembly on 9 December 1975.

Desiring to make more effective the struggle against torture and other crud,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment throughout the world.

Have agreed as follows:
PART 1
Articlel

1. For the purposes of this Convention, the term "torture” means any act by
which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mentad, is intentionaly
inflicted on a person for such purposes as abtaining fiom him or a third person
information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third person has
committed or issuspected of having committed, or intimidatingor coercing him
or athird person, or for any reason based on discriminationof any kind, when such
pain or suffering is inflicted by or at the instigation of or with the consent or
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acquiescenceof apublic official or other person acting in an official capacity. It

doesnot include pain or sufferingarising only from, inherentin or incidental to
lawful sanctions.

2. Thisarticleiswithout prejudiceto any international instrument or national
legidationwhich doesor may contain provisions of wider application.

Article2

1. Each State Party shall take effective legidative, administrative, judicial or
other measuresto prevent acts of torture in any temtory under its jurisdiction.

2. Noexceptional circumstanceswhatsoever, whether astateof war or athreat
of war, internal political instability or any other publicemergency,may beinvoked
asajudtificationof torture.

3. An order from asuperior officer or a publicauthority may not beinvokedas
ajustificationd torture.

Article3

1. No StateParty shall expel, return ("refoul er") or extraditea person to another
Statewherethereare substantial groundsfor believing that hewould bein danger
of being subjected to torture.

2. For thepurposedf determiningwhethertherearesuchgrounds, thecompetent
authorities shall take into account al relevant considerationsincluding, where
applicable, the existencein the State concerned of aconsistent pattern of gross,
flagrant or massviolationsof human rights.

Article4
1. Each State Party shal ensure that all acts of torture are offences under its
criminal law. The same shall gpply to an attempt to commit torture and to an act

by any person which constitutescomplicity or participation in torture.

2 Each State Party shal make these offences punishable by appropriate
penaltieswhich take into account their grave nature.

Article5

1. Each State Party shall take such measuresasmay be necessary to establish
its jurisdiction over the offences referred to in article 4 in the following cases:
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(a)Whentheoffencesarecommittedinany territory underitsjurisdiction
or on board aship or aircraft registeredin that State;

(b) When the dleged offender isa national of that State;

(c)When thevictim isanational of that Stateif that State considersit
appropriate.

2. Each State Party shall likewise take such measuresas may be necessary to
egtablish itsjurisdiction over such offencesin caseswhere thealleged offender is
presentin any territory under itsjurisdictionandit doesnot extraditehim pursuant
toarticle8to any o the Statementioned in paragraph 1 of thisarticle.

3. ThisConvention does not exclude any criminal jurisdiction exercised in
accordancewith internal law.

Article6

1. Upon being satisfied, after anexaminationof informationavailabletoit, that
the circumstancesso warrant, any State Party in whoseterritory aperson aleged
tohavecommitted any offencereferredtoin article4ispresent shal takehiminto
custody or takeother legal measuresto ensure hispresence. Thecustody and other
legal measures shall beas providedin thelaw of that State but may be continued

only for suchtimeasisnecessary toenabl eany criminal or extraditionproceedings
to beinstituted.

2 Such State shall immediately makea preliminary inquiry into the facts.

3 Any personin custody pursuantto paragraph1of thisarticleshall beassisted
in communi cating immediately with the nearest appropriaterepresentativeof the
Stateof which heisanational,or, if hei sastatel essperson, with therepresentative
of the State where he usually resides.

4. WhenaState, pursuantto thisarticle, hastaken apersonintocustody, it shall
immediately notify the Statesreferredtoin article5, paragraph 1, of thefact that
such personisin custody and of the circumstanceswhich warrant his detention.
TheStatewhich makesthe preliminary inquiry contempl atedin paragraph2of this
article shall promptly report its findings to the said States and shall indicate
whether it intendsto exercisejurisdiction.

Article7

1. TheStateParty in the territory under whosejurisdictiona person alleged to
have committed any offence referred to in article 4 is found shall in the cases
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contemplated in article 5, if it does not extradite him, submit the case to its
competent authoritiesfor the purpose of prosecution.

2 Theseauthoritiesshall taketheir decision in the same manner asin the case
o any ordinary offenceof aseriousnature under thelaw of that State. Inthe case
referred to in article 5, paragraph 2, the standards of evidence required for
prosecutionandconvictionshall innoway bel essstringent than thosewhich apply
in the casesreferredtoin article 5, paragraph 1.

3. Any person regarding whom proceedingsare broughtin connection withany
of theoffencesreferredtoinarticle4 shall beguaranteedfair treatmentatall stages
of the proceedings.

Article8

1. The offencesreferred to in article 4 shal be deemed to be included as
extraditable offencesin any extradition treaty existing between States Parties.
StatesParties undertake toincludesuch offencesas extradition offencesin every
extradition treaty to be concluded between them.

2. If aState Party which makes extradition conditional on the existencedf a
treaty receivesarequest for extraditionfromanother. State Party with whichithas
no extradition treaty, it may consder this Convention as the legal basis for
extradition in respect of such offences. Extradition shall be subject to the other
conditionsprovided by thelaw of the requested State.

3. StatesParties which do not makeextraditionconditional on theexistenceof
atreaty shd | recognizesuchoffencesasextraditabl eoffencesbetweenthemselves
subject to the conditions provided by thelaw of the requested State.

4. Such offencesshall betreated, for the purposeof extradition between States
Parties, asif they had beencommittednot only in theplacein which they occurred
but also in the territories of the States required to estblish their jurisdictionin
accordancewith article 5, paragraph 1.

Article9

1. States Partiesshall afford oneanoher the greatest measuresdf assistancein
connection with criminal proceedings brought in respect of any of the offences
referred to in article 4, including the supply of al evidence at their disposal
necessary for the proceedings.

2. StatesPartiesshall carry out their obligationsunder paragraph 1.of thisarticle
in conformity with any treaties on mutua judicial assistance that may exist
between them.
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Article10

1. Each State Party shall ensurethat educationand informationregarding the
prohibition against torture are fully included in the training of law enforcement
personnel, civil or military, medical personnel, publicofficialsand other persons
who may beinvolvedin the custody, interrogationor treatment of any individual
subjected to any form of arrest, detention or imprisonment.

2. Each State Party shall include this prohibition in the rules or instructions
issued in regard to theduties and functionsof any such person.

Article11

Each State Party shall keep under systematic review interrogation rules,
instructions, methods and practicesas well as arrangements for the custody and
treatment of personssubjectedtoany formaof arrest, detentionor imprisonmentin
any territory under itsjurisdiction, withaview to preventing any casesof torture.

Article12

Each State Party shall ensurethat itscompetentauthoritiesproceed to aprompt
andimpartial investigation, wherever thereisreasonabl egroundto believethat an
act of torture has been committed in any territory under itsjurisdiction.

Article 13

Each State Party shall ensure that any individua who alleges he has been
subjectedtotorturein any territory under itsjurisdictionhastheright tocomplain
to, and to give his case promptly and impartidly examined by, its competent
authorities. Stepsshall be taken that the complai nantand witnessesare protected
against all ill-treatment or information as aconseguenceadf hiscomplaintor any
evidencegiven.

Article14

1. Each State Party shall ensurein itslegal systemsthat the victim of an act of
torture obtainsredressand has an enforceabl eright tofair and adequatecompen-
sation, including the meansfor asfull rehabilitationaspossible. In theevent o the
death of thevictimasaresult of an act of torture, hisdependantsshall be entitled
to compensation.

2 Nothingin thisarticleshal affect any right of the victim or other personsto
compensation which may exist under national law.
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Article15

Each State Party shall ensurethat any statement which is established to have
been madeasaresult of tortureshd | not beinvokedasevidenceinany proceedings,
exceptagai nstapersonaccusedof tortureasevidence tha thestatementwasmade.

Article 16

1. Each State Party shdl undertake to prevent in any territory under its
jurisdiction other acts of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
whichdonotamount totortureasdefinedin articlel, whensuch actsarecommitted
by or at theingtigationaf or with the consent or acquiescencecof a public officid
or other person acting in an officia capacity. In particular, the obligations
contained in articles 10, 11, 12, and 13 shall apply with the substitution for
referencesto tortureof referencesto other formsdf cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.

2 Theprovisionsof thisConvention arewithout prejudiceto the provisionsof
any other international instrumentor national law which prohibitscruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment or which rel atesto extraditionor expul sion.

PART II
Article17

1. Thereshdl beestablishedaCommitteeagainst Torture(hereinafter referred
toastheCommittee)which shal carry out thefunctionshereinafter provided. The
Committee shdl consist of ten expertsof high mora standingsand recognised
competencein thefield of human rights, who shall servein consideration being
given toequitablegeographical distributionand to the usefulness of the participa-
tion of some persons having lega experience.

2. Themembersof the Committee shall beelected by secret ballot from alist
of personsnominated by StatesParties. Each State Party may nominateoneperson
from among its own national s. States Parties shall bear in mind the usefulness of
nominating persons who are also members of the Human Rights Committee
establishedunder thel nternati onal Covenanton Civil and Political Rightsand who
are willing to serve on the Committeeagainst Torture.

3.Electionsof themembersd the Committee shall behel dat biennialmeetings
of StatesPartiesconvened by theSecretary-General of theUnited Nations. Atthose
meetings, for which two thirdsof the State Parties shall constitutea quorum, the
person elected to the Committee shall be those who obtain thelargest number of
votesand an absolutemgjority of thevotesof therepresentativesdf StatesParties
present and voting.
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4. Theinitial electionshall beheldno later than six monthsafter thedateof the
entry into forcedf thisConvention. At least four months before the date of each
election, the Secretary-General of the United Nationsshall addressalletter to the
State Parties inviting them to submit their nominationswithin three months. The
Secretary-General shall prepare a list in alphabetical order of al persons thus
nominated, indicating the States Partieswhich have nominated them, and shali
submit it to the States Parties.

5. Themembersof theCommitteeshall beel ectedfor atermof four years. They
shdl bedligiblefor re-electionif renominated. However, theterm of fived the
members elected at the first dection shall expire a the end of two years,
immediately after the first eection the names of these five members shall be
chosen by lot by the chairman of the meeting referred to in paragraph 3 of this
article,

6. If amember of the Committee diesor resignsor for any other causecan no
longer perform his Committeeduties, the State Party which nominated him shall
appoint another expert from among its nationalsto servefor the remainder of his
term, subject to the approval of the mgjority of the States Parties. The approval
shall be considered given unless hdf or more of the State Parties respond
negatively within six weeksafter having been informed by the Secretary-General
o the United Nationsdf the proposed appointment.

7. States Parties shall be respongble for the expensesdf the membersof the
Committee while they arein performancedf Committeeduties.

Article18

1. The Committeeshall elect its officersfor aterm of two years. They may be
re-elected.

2. TheCommitteeshallestablishitsown rulesof procedure, but these rulesshall
provide, inter alia, that:

(a) Sx membersshdl constituteaquorum;

(b) Decisionsdf the Committee shall be made by a mgjority votedf the
members present.

3. TheSecretary-Generaldf theUnited Nationsshall providethenecessary staff
andfacilitiesfor theeffecti veperformanced thefunctionsof theCommitteeunder
this Convention.

4. The Secretary-Generd of the United Nations shal convene the initial
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meeting of the Committee. After itsinitial meeting, the Committeeshall meet at
such timesas shall be provided initsrulesaf procedure.

5. The States Parties shdl be responsiblefor expensesincurred in connection
with the holding of meetings of the StatesParties and of the Committee,including
reimbursement of the United Nationsfor any expenses,suchasthecost of staff and
facilities, incurred by the United Nations pursuant to paragraph 3 of thisarticle.

Article19

1. The States Parties shdl submit to the Committee, through the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, reports onthe measures they have taken to give
effect to their undertakingsunder this Convention for the State Party concerned.
Thereafterthe States Parties shall submit supplementary reportsevery four years
on any new measures taken and such other reportsas the Committee may request.

2 TheSecretary-General of the United Nationsshall transmit thereportstoall
States Parties.

3. Each report shall be considered by the Committee which may make such
general commentson thereport as it may consider appropriateand shall forward

these to the State Party concerned. That State Party may respond with any
observationsit choses to the Committee.

4. TheCommitteemay, at itsdiscretion,decidetoincludeany commentsmade
by itin accordancewith paragraph 3 of thisarticle, together with theobservations
thereon received from the State Party concerned, in its annua report made in
accordance with article 24. If so requested by the State Party concerned, the

Committeemay alsoincludeacopy of the report submitted under paragraph 1 of
thisarticle.

Article20

1. If theCommitteereceivesreliableinformation which appearstoit tocontain
well-founded indications that torture is being systematically practised in the
territory of aState Party, the Committeeshall invitethat State Party to co-operate
in the examinationof theinformation and to thisend to submit observationswith
regard to the information concerned.

2 Takingintoaccountany observationswhich may havebeensubmittedby the
State Party concerned,as well asany other relevantinformation availabletoit the
Committee may, if it decidesthat thisiswarranted, designateoneor more of its
membersto make aconfidential inquiry and to report to the Committeeurgently.
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3. If an inquiry is made in accordance with paragraph 2 of this article, the
Committee shall seek the co-operation of the StateParty concerned. In agreement
with that State Party, such an inquiry may include a visit to its territory.

4. Afterthe proceedingsof theCommitteereferredtoin paragraph1to4of this
article shall transmit thesefindingsto the State Party concerned together with any
comments or suggestions which seem appropriate in view of the situation.

5. All the proceedings of the Committee referred to in paragraph 1 to 4 of this
articleshall beconfidential, and at all steps of the proceedingsthe co-operadon of
the StateParty shall be sought. After such proceedingshave been completed with
regard to an inquiry made in accordance with paragraph 2, the Committee may,
after consultations with the State Party concerned, decide to includea summary
account of the resultsof the proceedingsin itsannual report made in accordance
with article 24.

Article21

1. A State Party to this Convention may at any time declare under thisarticle
that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider
communications to the effect that a State Party claims that another State Party is
not fulfilling its obligations under the Convention. Such communicationsmay be
received and considered according to the procedurelaid down in thisarticle only
if submitted by a State Party which has made adeclaration recognizing in regard
toitself thecompetence of the Committee. No communication shall be dealt with
by the Committee under thisarticleif it concernsaStareParty which hasnot made
such adeclaration. Communicationsreceived under thisarticleshall bedealt with
in accordance with the following procedure:

() If aState Party considers that another State Party is not giving effect
to the provisionsof thisConvention, it may, by written communica-
tion, bring the matter totheattention of that State Party. Within three
months after the reciept of the communicalion the receiving State
shall afford the State which sent the communication an explanation
or any other statement in writing clarifying thematter, which should
include, to the extent possible and pertinent, reference to domestic
procedures and remedies taken, pending or available in the matter;

(b) If the matter is not adjusted to the satisfaction of both States Parties
concerned within six months after the receipt by the receiving State
of theinitial communication, either State shall havetheright torefer
the matter to the Committee, by notice given to the Committee and
to the other State;
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(c) Thecommittee shall deal with amatter referred toit under thisarticle
only after it has ascertained that all domestic remedies have been
invokedand exhaustedin thematter, in conformity with thegenerally
recognized principlesof international law. This shall not betherule
wherethe application of the remediesis unreasonably prolonged or
isunlikely to bring effective relief to the person whoisthe victim of
the violation of this Convention;

(d) TheCommitteeshall hold closed meetings when examining commu-
nications under this article;

(e) Subject to the provisions of subparagraph (c), the Committee shall
make available itsgood officesto the State Partiesconcerned with a
view toafriendly solution of thematter on thebasisof respect for the
obligations provided for in this Convention. For the purpose, the
Committee may, when appropriate, set up an ad hoc conciliation
commission;

(f) In any matter referred to it under this article, the Committe may call
upon the States Parties concerned referred to in subparagraph (b),to
supply any relevant information;

(9) The States Parties concerned, referred to in subparagraph (b), shall
havetheright to be represented when the matter is being considered
by the Committee and to make submissionsorally or in writing;

(h) The Committee shall, within twelve monthsafter thedate of receipt
of notice under subparagraph (b), submit a report:

(i) If asolutionwithinthetermsof subparagraph (e)isreached, the
Committee shall confineits report to a brief statement of the
facts and of the solution reached;

(i) Ifasolutionwithinthetermof subparagraph (e)isnot reached,
theCommitteeshall confineitsreport toabrief statement of the
facts; the written submissions and record of the oral submis-
sions madeby the States Partiesconcerned shall beattached to
thereport. Inevery matter, thereport shall be communi cated to
the States Parties concerned.

2. The provisionsof thisarticle shall comeinto force when five States Parties
to thisConvention have made declarations under paragraph 1 of thisarticle. Such
declarationsshall bedeposited by the States Partieswith the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, whoshall transmit copiesthereof to the other State Parties. A
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declarationmay bewithdrawnat any timeby notificationtotheSecretary-General.
Suchawithdrawal shall not prejudicethe considerationof any matter whichisthe
subject of a communication aready transmitted under this article; no further
communication by any State Party shall be received under this article after the
notification of withdrawal of the declaration has been received by the Secretary-
General, unlessthe State Party concerned has made a new declaration.

Article22

1. A State Party to this Convention may at any time declare under thisarticle
that it recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider
communicationsfrom or on behaf of individuals subject toits jurisdiction who
claim to be victims of a violation by a State Party of the provisions of the
Convention. Nocommunicationshall bereceived by the Committeeif it concerns
a State Party which has not made such a declaration.

2 The Committee shall consider inadmissible any communication under this
article which isanonymous or which it considers to be an abuse of the right of
submissionof such communicationsor to beincompatible with the provisionsof
this Convention.

3. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2, the Committee shall bring any
communicationssubmitted toit under thisarticletotheattention of theStateParty
to thisConvention which hasmadea declaration under paragraph 1and isalleged
tobeviolatingany provisionsof theConvention. Withinsix months, thereceiving
Stateshall submit to the Committeewritten explanation statementsclarifying the
matter and the remedy, if any, that may have been taken by that State.

4. TheCommitteeshall consider communicationsreceived under thisarticlein
thelight of all information made availabletoit by or on behaf of theindividual
and by the State Party concerned.

5. The Committee shall not consider any communicationsfrom an individual
under thisarticle unlessit has ascertained that:

(a) The same matter has not been, and is not being, examined under
another procedure of international investigation or settlement;

(b) Theindividual has exhausted all available domestic remedies; this
shall not be the rule where the application of the remedies is
unreasonably prolongedor is unlikely to bring effective relief tothe
person who is the victim of the violation of this Convention.

6. TheCommitteeshall hold cl osed meetingswhen examiningcommunications
under thisarticle.
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7. The Committee shall forward its views to the State Party concernedand to
theindividual.

8. Theprovisonsd thisarticleshall comeinto force when five States Parties
to thisConvention have madedecl arationsunder paragraph 1 of thisarticle. Such
declarationsshall bedeposited by the StatesParti eswith the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, who shall transmit copiesthereof to theother StatesParties.
A declaration may be withdrawn at any time by notification to the Secretary-
Generd. Such a withdrawa shall not prejudice the consideration of any matter
whichisthesubject of acommunication aready transmitted under thisarticle; no
further communication by or onbehalf of anindividual shall bereceivedunderthis
article after thenotificationd withdrawal of thedeclaration hasbeen receivedhby
the Secretary-General, unlessthe State Party has made a new declaration.

Article23
The membersof the Committeeand of ihead hoc conciliation commissions
which may be appointed under article21, paragraph 1(e), shall be entitled to the
facilities, privilegesand immunitiesof expertson mission for the United Nations
as laid down in the relevant section of the Convention on the Privileges and
immunities of the United Nations.
Article24
The Committee shall submit an annual report on its activities under this
Convention to the States Parties and to the General Assembly of the United
Nations.
PART IIT
Article25
1. ThisConvention isopen for signature by al States.
2. ThisConventionissubjecttoratification, Instrumentsaf ratificationshail be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 26

ThisConventionisopen toaccessionby all States. Accessionshall beeffected
by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.
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Article 27

1. This Convention shall enter into forceon the thirtieth day after the date of
the deposit with the Secretary-Genera of the United Nations of the twentieth
instrument of ratificationor accession.

2. For each State ratifying thisConvention or acceding toit after thedeposit of
the twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter
intoforceon the thirtieth day after thedateof thedepositof itsown instrument of
ratification or accession.

Article 28

1. Each State Party may, at the time of signature or ratification o this
Conventionor access on thereto, declarethat it doesnot recogni zethecompetence
o the Committee provided for in article 20.

2. Any State Party having madea reservation in accordancewith paragraph 1
of thisarticle may, at any time, withdraw this reservation by notificationto the
Secretary-Genera of the United Nations.

Article29

1. Any StateParty to thisConventionmay proposean amendmentandfileitwith
the Secretary-Generd of the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall there-
upon communi cate the proposed amendment to the States Partieswith arequest
that they notify him whether they favour a conference of States Parties for the
purposeacf consideringand voting upon the proposal . In the event that withinfour
monthsfrom thedateof such communicationat least onethirdof theStatesParties
favourssuch a conference, the Secretary-Genera snal convene the conference
under the auspicesof the United Nations. Any amendment adopted by amajority
of the States Partiespresent and voting at theconferenceshall besubmittedby the
Secretary-General to dl the States Parties for acceptance.

2. An amendment adopted in accordancewith paragraph 1 of thisarticleshal
enter into force when two thirds of the States Parties to this Convention have
notified the Secretary-General of the United Nationsthat they haveaccepteditin
accordancewith their respective constitutional processes.

3. When amendments enter into force, they shall be binding on those State
Parties which have accepted them, other States Parties till being bound by the
provisions of this Convention and any earlier amendments which they have
accepted.
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Article30

1. Any disputebetweentwoor moreStatespartiesconcerning theinterpretation
or application of this Convention which cannot be settled through negotiation
shall, a therequestof oneof them, besubmittedtoarbitration. If withinsix months
from thedate of the request for arbitration the Partiesare unableto agree on the
organisationof thearbitration, any oneof those Partiesmay refer to the Interna
tional Court of Justice by requestin conformity with the Statute of the Court.

2. Each Statemay, at thetimeof signatureor ratificationof thisConvention or
access on thereto, declarethat it doesnot consider itself bound by paragraph 1 of
thisarticle. Theother StatesParti esshall not bebound by paragraph1of thisarticle
with respect to any State Party having made such areservation.

3. Any State Party having made areservationin accordancewith paragraph 2
of thisarticlemay at any time withdraw this reservation by notificationto the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article31

1. A State Party may denounce thisConvention by written notificationto the
Secretary-General of the United Nations. Denunciation becomes effective one
year after thedateof receipt of the notificationby the Secretary-General.

2 Suchadenunciation shall not havetheeffectof releasingtheStateParty from
its obligations under this Convention in regard to any act or omission which
occurs prior to the date at which the denunciation becomes effective, nor shall
denunciation prejudicein any way the continued consideration of any matter
whichisalready under considerationby the Committee prior to thedate at which
the denunciation becomeseffective.

3. Following the date at which the denunciation of a State Party becomes

effective, the Committee shall not commence consideration of any new matter
regardingthat State.

Article32
The Secretary-Generalof the United Nationsshall inform al StatesMembers

o theUnited Nationsand all StateswhichhavesignedthisConventionor acceded
toit of thefollowing:

(a) Signatures, ratificationsand accessionsunder articles 25 and 26
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(b) Thedatedf entry intoforceof this Convention under article27 and
thedate of theentry into force of any amendmentsunder article 29;

(c) Denunciationsunder article 31.

Article33

1. ThisConvention, of whichtheArabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and

Spanishtextsareequally authentic, shall bedeposited with the Secretary-Genera
o the United Nations.

2 The Secretary-Genera of the United Nations shall tranamit certified copies
o thisConventionto all States.

Passed the house of Representatives Passed the Senatethis 14th
this 26th day of April, 1993. day of May, 1993.
C.L.Murray, William A. Robinson,
Speaker. Vice-President.
L. A. Dowe, L.A. Dowe,
Clerk to the House of representatives. Clerk to the Senate.
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